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the Art of Piano Performance:

The Spectrum of Expressive Touches
IllusTrated by Jon J. Murakami
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Before the piano w,
popular keyboarg
harpsichord. Harpsichord sounds are

made from&trings that are plucked.

Although they both have keyboards,
the piano is very different from the
harpsichord.
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The tradition of playing the piano with
the finger tips and with fingers raised
very high came from the way many of
the earliest pianists played the harpsi-
chord in the 18th century.

Harpsichord keys were much shorter
and smaller than the keys on today's
pianos.
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Piano sounds are made by hammers
striking strings. The piano key mecha-
nism is a sort of catapult. Pianists make
music by flipping hammers at strings
with levers (keys) at different speeds.

No matter how loud or soft, beautiful or
ugly, all piano music is produced by
pianists controlling the speed that the
keys are depressed, which determines
the speed that the hammers are
thrown at the strings.
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F It is amazing

how many ways advanced pianists
play the keys to express music.

They play on their fingertips with
curly fingers...

They play on their fingerprints with
collapsed fingers...
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They poke with straight fingers...

They pluck imaginary strings by
snapping their fingers back quickly.:
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They dust off the keys...

They attack the keys from a great
height...

They massage the keys as if they
are soft dough.
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But pianists \

at the early stages have
to begin with a basic,
natural position.




SITTING AT THE PIANO, GETTING YOUR BEST HAND SHAPE,

AND HOW TO USE YOUR FINGERS.

= "TOUCH BEFORE PLAYING”

Often, after a
wonderful performance,
you will hear someone say,
“That pianist has
a beautiful, sensitive, or
elegant touch!”

But did you
ever hear, "That pianist
has a beautiful pounding, banging,
smacking, whacking, hit?!!!"

fathers of modern piano p g tec
most beautifully controlled piano tones @
the keys beforesplaying t

Many great pianists, beginning with Beethov

e of the
e, said that the
made by touching

Always remember when
playing the piano - “What
Is natural Is best!”
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