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The Arranger

Luke Miller is the orchestra director at the McCarthy Middle School in Chelmsford,
Massachusetts. He has taught and conducted orchestras for the past |5 years at

the elementary through the university level. He has guest conducted middle school
orchestra festivals in Massachusetts and New Hampshire and was named the
Massachusetts ASTA Orchestra Director of the Year in 2018. His primary instrument
is the violin, though he has also performed on the viola, cello, bass, and trumpet. He
earned his Bachelor of Arts in Music and Master of Arts in Teaching degrees from the
University of New Hampshire, and studied composition with Andrew Boysen, Jr. He
is an active member of the Massachusetts Music Educators Association, having served
on the executive board of the Northeastern District, as well as managing festival
orchestras at the Jr. District, Sr. District, and All State levels. Outside of teaching and
performing music, he loves reading, cycling, swimming, and spending time with his
family. He currently lives in Groton, Massachusetts with his wife and two daughters.

Performance Notes

Viking Song takes the listener on a short but epic journey to the North

the accompanying quarter notes to keep the music driving forward

clang, clang” of the anvil from the lyrics, and should be played v &
starting at measures 19 and 35 should be softer with a bit ANe
markings.

, and shoul erformed with high energy and
like feel, with some separation between
d quarter notes represent the “clang,
evokes that image. The inner two sections
on and a broadening feel at each of the Largamente

Instrumentation List (Set C)

8 — I** Violin

8 — 2" Violin

5 — 3 Violin (Viola T.C)
5 — Viola

5 — Cello

5 — String Bass
| — Full Conductor Score

Additional scores and parts are avalil

To hear a recording of this piece or any other Kjos publication, go to www.kjos.com.

Credit: The jacket and score photograph was taken at Robertson & Sons Violin Shop, Inc., Albuquerque, NM.
For more information about their services, visit: www.robertsonviolins.com.
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The Composer

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1875-1912), a British composer bomn to an English woman and
a father, native of West Africa, began studying music at a young age with violin and voice.
While a student at the Royal College of Music, he studied composition and found great
success with his instrumental works. He was inspired by Dvordk, Brahms, and Tchaikovsky,
along with African American folk music. In fact, Coleridge-Taylor's research, and application
of African American folk songs into his own music brought much popularity and acclaim. He
was inspired by what Dvorédk had done for Bohemian music and wanted to do the same
with African music.

Not only was Samuel Coleridge-Taylor noted to be a talented composer, but he was also
an excellent conductor. He was taken under the wing of a group of African American music
lovers who formed the Coleridge-Taylor Society. They performed and promoted his works
in the United States and ultimately brought him over for three tours. His three tours were
quite successful, and while on his 1902 tour, was invited to conduct the U.S. Marine Band. In
1904, he was invited to the White House at the redqest of President Theodore Roosevelt.
This was an extraordinary honor for a man of an descent. Once back in England, he
continued composing, conducting, and teaching. His success contributed to the e of African American artists that
came after him.

Unfortunately, at age 37, he contracted pneumonia likely due to overwo
in 1912, nonetheless his work remained popular after his passing. Hed
considered one of his greatest masterpieces.

The Composition

god’of thunder and sky. Thor frequently carried his hammer as
depicted in stories and art. His hammer carried the p ing. Thor was the eldest son of Odin, also referenced in the

Lyrics (verses | and 2):

Clang, clang, clang on the anvil,

In the smithy by the dark North Seg;

Is it Thor that is smiting with the ham

Is it Odin with the leather on his knee?
Clang, clang, clang on the anvil

There are steel ships wanted on the sead!

Clang, clang, clang on the anvil,

And the flames of the forges leap.

Old Thor, with his red beard glowing,

Has his eyes on the furrows of the deep.
Clang, clang, clang on the anvil

For the forge of the Viking may not sleep!

Fhor, dber Donnergott.

“Thor, the Thundergod”
Johannes Gehrts (1855-1921)
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Viking Song

Full Conductor Score
Approx. performance time—2:20

In march time (J = 120)
2

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor
Arranged by Luke Miller
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*A part for 3rdViolin (Viola T.C.) is included.

© 2025 Neil A. Kjos Music Company, 4382 Jutland Drive, San Diego, California, 92117. International copyright secured. All rights reserved. Printed in the U. S. A.
Warning! The contents of this publication are protected by copyright law.To copy or reproduce them by any method is an infringement of the copyright law.
Anyone who reproduces copyrighted matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.
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Kjos Music’s Guide to © Copyright

Composers rely on the income that their compositions generate, and it is the
job of the copyright holder to protect the work from infringement. Copyright
laws can be pretty tricky to navigate, so here are a few helpful tips to guide
you through the process.

Adjudicator Copies

During contest and festival season, the majority of the inquiries we receive
concern making photocopies of scores to meet specific requirements for the
judges at a festival.

If you're performing a concert selection out of one of our method books
(Tradition of Excellence, String Basics: Steps to Success, First Place for Jazz, among
others), permission may already be given to make the necessary photocopies
for judges at these festivals. Please refer to the notices printed in the teacher
score on the specific piece.

If a student is performing a solo from one of the method books listed above,
permission is already given. In addition, a photocopy may be given to the
accompanist.

BandWorks,
o Successful
favorite music

Extra scores for our band and string repertoire (Beginnin
BandWorks, Conservatory Editions, StringTracks, and Step
Literature, among others) are available for purchase from
dealer. If you're performing a work from a series that's n
contact us for permission.

Making an Audio or Video Recordin

royalty. The royalty rate is set by th
please visit www.copyright.gov.

holder before distributi
away for free.

Arranging f6
We're pleased
arrange our concert works. However, permission is required
befory n, and there are a few works whose composers have

sure the piece you're interested in is available for licensing.

If you're to play the original piece without any alterations or
additions icense isn't needed. However, for example, if you're rewriting
the brass parts for marching instruments (mellophones, bugles), or adding
marching percussion, or making cuts, adding repeats, or creating a medley with
another composition, a license is required.

What If I Want To ... ?

If you'd like to use a composition in any other way, please contact us and we
would be glad to advise you.

Contest and festival season is a busy time for our Copyright Office. Please
contact us at least three weeks before your concert date so that we may
help you in time. Please visit www.kjos.com and click on the Licensing tab to
find out more information or to submit a license request.

We're so pleased that you've chosen to perform one of our pieces! We
appreciate your support and we want to make the licensing process as easy
as possible for you.

Neil A. Kjos Music Company, Publisher * San Diego, CA ¢ www.kjos.com
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