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Welcome to Kjos FlexJazz. This innovative new jazz series lets you create a jazz ensemble using any combination of instruments that 
are available. FlexJazz pieces are scored at the easiest levels and allow for maximum flexibility of instrumentation and instrument as-
signments. 

FlexJazz scores include four parts, plus parts for the rhythm section. Each of the four parts can be assigned to whatever instrumenta-
tion is available. As long as all four parts are covered, regardless of the instrumentation used, these pieces will sound full and complete.

Part available for...
One Trumpet, Clarinet, Alto Saxophone, Flute, Mallet Percussion
Two Trumpet, Clarinet, Alto Saxophone, Tenor Saxophone
Three Tenor Saxophone, Baritone T.C., Trombone, F Horn
Four Trombone, Baritone Saxophone
 *Tuba has a separate part that can be added to any combination
Guitar 
Piano
Bass
Drums

instrumentation list

1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument

1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument

1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument
1 – Instrument

the ComPoser

Dean Sorenson is Associate Professor and Director of Jazz Studies at the University of 
Minnesota as well as a prolific and highly sought-after composer, arranger, trombonist, 
educator, and clinician. Mr. Sorenson’s most recent work is First Place for Jazz, a new and 
innovative method for beginning jazz players published by the Neil A. Kjos Music Company. 
He is frequently featured at festivals and conventions around the country and abroad, and 
maintains a full schedule of concert and recording dates as a Yamaha performing artist. For 
more information please visit www.deansorensonmusic.com.

1 – Alto Saxophone (Part 1)       1 – Clarinet (Part 2)                                    1 – Tuba*
1 – Alto Saxophone (Part 2)       1 – Trumpet (Part 1)                                     1 – Guitar 
1 – Tenor Saxophone (Part 2)                      1 – Trumpet (Part 2)                                     1 – Piano
1 – Tenor Saxophone (Part 3)                      1 – Trombone (Part 3)                                     1 – Bass 
1 – Baritone Saxophone (Part 4)                      1 – Trombone (Part 4)                                     1 - Drums  
1 – Flute (Part 1)                        1 – Baritone T.C. (Part 3)                     1 – Mallet Percussion (Part 1)
1 - Clarinet (part 1)                                                 1 - F Horn (Part 3)                                             1 - Conductor Score
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Guitar, Piano, Flute(8va), Vibes: D Dorian

Trombone, Bass, Tuba(8ba): D Dorian

Alto and Baritone Saxophones: B Dorian (Concert D Dorian)

Trumpet, Tenor Saxophone, Clarinet, Baritone T.C: E Dorian (Concert D Dorian)

F Horn: A Dorian (Concert D Dorian)

First Ride

D Dorian
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Welcome to Kjos FlexJazz. This innovative new jazz series lets you create a jazz ensemble using any combination of instruments that 
are available. FlexJazz pieces are scored at the easiest levels and allow for maximum flexibility of instrumentation and instrument as-
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FlexJazz scores include four parts, plus parts for the rhythm section. Each of the four parts can be assigned to whatever instrumenta-
tion is available. As long as all four parts are covered, regardless of the instrumentation used, these pieces will sound full and complete.
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the ComPoser

Dean Sorenson is Associate Professor and Director of Jazz Studies at the University of 
Minnesota as well as a prolific and highly sought-after composer, arranger, trombonist, 
educator, and clinician. Mr. Sorenson’s most recent work is First Place for Jazz, a new and 
innovative method for beginning jazz players published by the Neil A. Kjos Music Company. 
He is frequently featured at festivals and conventions around the country and abroad, and 
maintains a full schedule of concert and recording dates as a Yamaha performing artist. For 
more information please visit www.deansorensonmusic.com.

1 – Alto Saxophone (Part 1)       1 – Clarinet (Part 2)                                    1 – Tuba*
1 – Alto Saxophone (Part 2)       1 – Trumpet (Part 1)                                     1 – Guitar 
1 – Tenor Saxophone (Part 2)                      1 – Trumpet (Part 2)                                     1 – Piano
1 – Tenor Saxophone (Part 3)                      1 – Trombone (Part 3)                                     1 – Bass 
1 – Baritone Saxophone (Part 4)                      1 – Trombone (Part 4)                                     1 - Drums  
1 – Flute (Part 1)                        1 – Baritone T.C. (Part 3)                     1 – Mallet Percussion (Part 1)
1 - Clarinet (part 1)                                                 1 - F Horn (Part 3)                                             1 - Conductor Score
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Alto and Baritone Saxophones:  G Mixolydian (Concert Bb Mixolydian )

Trumpet, Tenor Saxophone, Clarinet, Baritone T.C: C Mixolydian (Concert Bb Mixolydian) 

F Horn: F Mixolydian (Concert Bb Mixolydian )

Guitar, Piano, Flute (8va), Vibes: Bb Mixolydian 

Trombone, Bass, Tuba (8vb): Bb Mixolydian 

Backdoor Slider

Bb Mixolydian
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The Composition

 “Backdoor slider” is a term that is used for a baseball pitch that appears to be off the plate, but at the last second dives toward the plate 
passing over the back corner of the strike zone. This same idea is depicted musically in Backdoor Slider, a driving rock chart. Exagger-
ate the forte-piano-crescendos whenever they appear (bars 3 and 11, for example). Everyone should play the figures at bar 21 short and 
punchy, with plenty of accent. Similar figures (although slightly different rhythms) are found in the solo backgrounds and should also be 
played with plenty of punch. Tempo and groove are always of utmost importance in the rhythm section. The drummer is encouraged to 
improvise instead of playing the written fills, but make certain the tempo stays consistent.

Improvising Solos on Backdoor Slider

All FlexJazz series tunes allow players to improvise using just a single scale. The solo section for Backdoor Slider is found in bars 
37–44. Bar 36 is a solo break that should be played by the first soloist. Students can improvise a solo using only the notes of the concert 
Bb mixolydian scale. Any instrument can solo, and the solo section can be repeated as many times as necessary. Backgrounds can be 
cued at any time. For soloists who wish not to improvise, there is a suggested solo provided in all of the parts.
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Part 1

Part 2

Part 3

Part 4

© 2018 Neil A. Kjos Music Company, 4382 Jutland Drive, San Diego, California, 92117.
International copyright secured. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A.

WARNING! The contents of this publication are protected by copyright law. To copy or reproduce them by any method is an infringement of the copyright law.
Anyone who reproduces copyrighted matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.
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Œ
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Œ
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>
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Œ
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>

⁄
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-
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.

Œ
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>

⁄

œ

>

⁄
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-
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.

Œ

œ
>

⁄

œ
>

⁄
œ

-
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Œ

œ œ œ œ

>

˙

œ œ œ œ
>

˙

œ œ œ œ

>

˙

œ œ œ œ
>

˙

œ œ œ œ
>

˙

œ œ œ œ

>
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Œ œ

-

œ

-

œb

-

œ
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Œ

Œ

œ
-

œ
-

œn
-

œ
.

Œ

Œ œ

-

œ

-

œb

-
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.

Œ

Œ

œ

-

œ

-

œ

-

œ

.

Œ

Œ œ

-

œ

-

œ

-

œ

.

Œ

Œ

œ
-

œ
-

œ

-
œ
.

Œ

œ œ œ

.

œ œ œ œ

>

œ œ œ
.

œ œ œ œ

>

œ œ œ

.

œ œ œ œ

>

œ œ œ
.

œ œ œ œ

>

œ œ œ
.

œ œ œ œ

>

œ œ œ

.

œ œ œ œ
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Œ
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Œ
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Œ œb œb œ œ œ

.

Œ

œb œn œ œ œ
.

Œ
œb œb œ œ œ

.

Œ œb œb œ œ œ

.

Œ

œb œn œ œ œ
.

Œ

œb œb œ œ œ
.

˙
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˙

˙b
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œ

‰
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‰
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‰
j

œ
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33
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>
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œ œ œb œ œ œ

>
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œ œ œ œ œ œ

>

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

>
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œ œ œ œ œ œ
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^

œ
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œ
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œ
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Œ
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œ
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œ œ œ œ
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œ
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^

œ œ œ œ
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^

œ œ œ œ
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œ
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œ
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>
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^

Œ

œ
-

œ
>
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^

Œ œ

-
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>
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^
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œn
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>
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Œ
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-
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>

œ œ
^

Œ
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‰
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œ

-

œ

.

‰

J

œb

-

œ

.

œ

-

œ

^

œ
-

œ
.

‰ J

œn
-

œ
.

œ
-

œ
^

œ

-

œ

.

‰

j

œb

-

œ

.

œ

-

œ

^

œ

-

œ

.

‰

j

œ

-

œ

.

œ

-

œ

^

œ
-

œ
.

‰

J

œ

-

œ
.

œ
-

œ
^

œ
-

œ
.

‰ J

œ
-

œ
.

œ
-

œ
^

œ
-

œ
.

‰

J

œ

-

œ
.

œ
-

œ
^

œ
-

œ
.

‰ J

œ
-

œ
.

œ
-

œ
^

œ

-

œ

.

‰

j

œ

-

œ

.

œ

-

œ

^

œn
-

œ
.

‰
J

œb
-

œ
.

œ
-

œ
^

œb
-

œ
.

‰
J

œb
-

œ
.

œ
-

œ
^

œ

-

œ

.

‰
j

œb

-

œ

.

œ

-

œ

^

Û Û ‰

J

Û Û Û Û

œ
œ

œ
œ

‰

j

œ
œ

b œ
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œ
œ

œ

œb

œ

œ

‰
J

œ

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ œ
‰

j

œb œ œ œ

œ œ

‰
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œ œ œ œ

œ œ
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œ œ œ

¿
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Bb7 Ab7 Bb7
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.
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.
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.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Solo

Trumpet
Clarinet

Alto Sax

Flute (8va)
Mallets

Trumpet
Clarinet

Alto Sax

Tenor Sax

Tenor Sax
Baritone T.C.

Trombone

F Horn

Baritone Sax

Trombone

Tuba

Guitar

Bass

Drums

Piano
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Œ

œ œ œb œ œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Solo Break

Solo Break
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Œ
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Œ
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Œ
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Œ œ
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Œ
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Œ
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Œ
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Œ œ

^

‰

J

œ

^

Œ

Œ œ
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Œ
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Œ
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¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
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Bb7

Bb7
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F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F
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‰
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˙ œ œ œ
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Œ
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Œ
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Ó

œ
œb

œ
œ

œ

-

œ

.

‰

j

œ

>

˙

œ

-

œ
.

‰

J

œ
>

˙

œ

-

œ

.

‰
j

œ

>

˙

œ

-

œ

.

‰ j

œ

>

˙

œ

-
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‰
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œ

>

˙

œ

-
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‰
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>

˙

œ

-
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‰

J

œ

>

˙

œ
-
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œ
>

˙
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-
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‰
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œ
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˙
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-
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‰
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˙
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-
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‰
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>

˙
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‰
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‰
j

œ
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Mallets

Trumpet
Clarinet

Alto Sax

Tenor Sax

Tenor Sax
Baritone T.C.

Trombone

F Horn

Baritone Sax
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Last Time
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Ó
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Ó
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˙
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˙
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#
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Baritone T.C. (8vb)

Baritone Sax
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Guitar
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Bass

Drums

Mallet 
Percussion
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ZB459F - Backdoor Slider

SAMPLE




