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Desert Rose

No one will sing your beauty, the poet said—
You must live and die alone.

Three travelers out of the morning rode.
They lingered.
They stirred my incense.  They journeyed on.

No shower or shade—
I suffered all day the barren gold of the sun.

A star lifted its head
And seemed to murmur to me alone.

All beyond time are made
Star and poem, cornstalk and stone.

Now to the House-of-Bread
I guide three hungry gold-burdened men.

Midnight, rejoicing, shed
Dew in my cup like wine.

— George Mackay Brown (1921-1996)
© Copyright John Murray (Publishers) Ltd.

London, England
Permission is required to reproduce these lyrics. 
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Duration: ca. 2:55
*  To achieve balance on 3-note sonorities, divide notes as evenly as possible between the voice parts.
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